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Abstract

A Studies of the Social Welfare System at
Geaseong Industrial District: Focusing in
Comparison with the Existing Welfare Clauses
for Economic Special Zones

The social welfare policy of
Geaseong Industrial District has a lot of
capitalistic features. At first, it was reor-
ganized as a system using many capitalistic
schemes, so that the benefits such as retire-
ment subsidy, living subsidy and the legal
minimum wage system have been in
operation. The contribution rate to social
insurance indicates a considerable change
of notion. The fact that social welfare sys-
tems in Economic Special Zones[ESZs]
shows a great gap with the other districts
allows Gaeseong Industrial District to be
called capitalistic social welfare policy.

Compared with the other existing
ESZs’ social welfare policy in terms of
continuity and variety, on the other hand,
Gaeseong Industrial District externally has
some parts of continuity. However, legal
regulations such as increased contribution
rates become stronger and more active.

In the mean while, its negative atti-

tudes on the social cultural policies, which
were not referred at all in the early period
of ESZs law, have modified positively with
Gaeseong Industrial District as a momentum.
This also reflects their perception and expect-
ation on it, which is to apply the congruous
social cultural policies to there as well.

Retirement subsidy and living sub-
sidy were initially enacted benefits in
North Korea stipulated in the "Regulations
on Foreign Investors Labor, of 1999. Two
of the benefits are the very different parts
in ESZs’ social welfare policy from com-
mon welfare policy.

The legal minimum wage system
was also newly introduced through "Regulations
on Labor in Gaeseong Industrial District;.
Although North Korea’s trial of all these
heterogeneous systems into ESZs is full
of implications, it exhibits a great differ-
ence from the policies concerning the oth-
er existing ESZs.

* grsatol el A1slE A|skE

o) AFFRAAA ] gt A7 21



"SUHHAT, 4 13

In the end, Gaeseong Industrial dis-  of the post-socialization of welfare policy
trict and Mt. Kumgnag Tourist District,  in Gaeseong and Mt. Kumgang should be
which are under the same policy, have dis-  focused: it is more probable that approach-
tinctive social welfare system not only  ing to the core and examining it would be
from other districts but also from the other  the good basis for the purpose of judging
ESZs, due to the post-socialization of the ~ North Korean social welfare system.
two regions. For these reasons, the essence

Key Words: social security, social insurance, social welfare, social welfare system,
social policy.
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