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China’s Response to Relocation and Role
Coordination of the U.S. Armed Forces in Korea

This study aims to examine China’s
understanding of and response to the re-
location and role coordination of U.S.
armed forces in Korea that effectively be-
gan in 2003.

Although for the time being China
construesthe relocation and role coordina-
tion as part and parcel of the United States’
aggressive stance against North Korea,
China also understands that in the long
term this is also a strategy on the part of
the United States to restrain China, which
has emerged as a prominent strategic rival
of the United States in the 21st century.
Based on this awareness, China has put
forward a series of response strategies.

First, China has opted for a strategy
of defensive realism, based on the ‘New
Security Concept,” which in turn is an al-
ternative strategy to the hegemony and
unilateralism of the United States. That
is, China plans to not only bide its time
and build capabilities, but also to be re-
sponsible for its duty in its relations with

other countries. Second is a revision of
its foreign policy. Because the theory of
‘peaceful rise,” essentially a strategy to
emerge as a global great power, canfuel
a China threat syndrome and lead to the
strengthening of the United States’ defense
capabilities, China has returned to its
‘peace and development’ foreign policy
line in order to alleviate these fears. Third
is the peaceful resolution of the North
Korean nuclear issue through six-party
talks. To more proactively respond to the
relocating and role coordination of U.S.
armed forces prompted by the North
Korean nuclear issue, China is playing a
very active role in the six-party talks.
China is trying to raise its status and influ-
ence in the process of peacefully resolving
the North Korean nuclear issue through
six-party talks, which themselves repre-
sent a new framework for multilateral se-
curity negotiations. Fourth, if the above
three responsive strategies are mostly de-
fensive in character, modernization of the
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defense sector and strengthening of domestic front just as it is doing its best

China-Russia relations are more prag- to maintain a peaceful image to the out-
matic responses to the relocating and role side world. Defense modernization is al-
coordination of the U.S. armed forces in so inevitable in order to suppress Taiwan’s
Korea. Securing power must be the sur- drive towards independence. As Japan,
est guarantee of safety, as relocation of Korea, and Taiwan are entering a missile
the U.S. armed forces raises security defense regime under the leadership of
risks in Northeast Asia. Consequently, the United States, China has little choice
China is devoting all its efforts to mod- but to modernize its military and build
ernization of the defense sector on the stronger relations with Russia.

Key Words: relocation and role coordination of the U.S. Armed Forces in Korea,
trip-wire, The new security concept, defensive realism, peace and
development, military modernization, the Six Party Talks
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