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7) Charles F. Hermann and Gregory Peacock, “The Evolution and Future of Theo-
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8) James N. Rosenau, “Pre-Theories & Theories of Foreign Policy,” in J. N.

Rosenau, ed., The Scientific Study of Foreign Policy (New York: Nichols Publish-

ing Co., 1980), pp. 128~133.
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Li, “Security in North East Asia and DPRK-US Relations,” Korea. Its Political
- and Economic Future(Lansing. Michigan State Univ., 1992).
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North Korean Relations with Japan and the
United States : Issues and Prospects

Moon Young Huh, Ph. D. (RINU)

The purpose of this paper is to survey the present condition and
prospects in North Korean relations with Japan and the Uhited States.
The topic is so vast that this paper is limited to only three questions.

First, what are the background issues and intentions of North
Korea, Japan and the United States? Second, what are the issues be-
tween North Korea and Japan, and the United States? And third, how
will the nuclear and compensation issues be resolved? This third broad
question also involves two other points: What are the promotional
and restraining factors facing normalization between North Korea and
Japan vis-a-vis the United States? And when and how will relations
between North Korea & Japan vis-a-vis the United States be norma-
lized?

To answer these questions, this paper uses Michael Brecher’s model
and the James N. Roseuau’s hypothesis. First, the intentions of North
Korea, Japan and the United States, respectively, are to solve the eco-
nomic crisis and diplomatic isolation; increase political influence in
Northeast Asia; and maintain hegemony in this area during the new
detente period. Second, normalization talks between North Korea and
Japan have been held seven times. There are four agenda items (basic
problems, economic problems, international problems, and other prob-
lems). The critical issues are nuclear inspection (international and

South-North) and compensation problems.
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Third, North Korea now seems to have a “limited foreign economic
opening policy.” So the nuclear inspection issue (especially South-
North mutual inspection) will be resolved according to Japan’s willing-
ness (a right of claim and economic cooperation) after the nuclear in-
spection issue is solved.

The promotional factors of normalization are the breakdown of the
ideological confrontation between the two triangle systems, which have
lasted during the Cold war years in Northeast Asia, the strengthening
of China’s reform and open door policy, South Korea’s July 7th decla-
ration and Northern policy, North Korea’s political succession prob-
lem and economic crisis, Japan's desire to improve its economic and
political power, and the U.S. desire to maintain hegemony in North-
east Asia. Restraining factors are the skepticism of Korea and the
United States, national grievances due to Japanese colonialism and an-
tagonistic attitude, solidarity between communist North Korea and
China, and North Korea’s dilemma in choosing between entrenchment
and openness.

After all, first the normalization of diplomatic ties will be realized
either in the latter half of 1992 or the first half of 1993. Next, im-
proved ties between North Korea and the United States will be a-
chieved in the coming years. But if the nuclear inspection issue is not
resolved in September this year, then North Korean relations with

Japan and the United States will become strained.



