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Abstract

The System and Function of the Workers' Party of
Korea in Kim Jong—un Period:
A Study on the Stabilization Strategy of Autocratic
Regimes

Park, Young-Ja

This study comprehensively analyzes organization and functions
of the Worker's Party of Korea (WPK) under the Kim Jong-un era
in the context of the comparative third-generational-dictatorship
perspective. In particular, this study focuses on identifying
each structure and functioning system of specialized offices
of WPK, which has long remained secret thus far. Based on
that, this study evaluates the implementation procedures and
processes of Kim Jong-un regime’s stabilization strategies of
the last 5 years or more. The four key words of stabilization
strategies are as follows: 1) Legitimation; 2) Repression; 3)
Co-optation; and 4) Governing fund. The detailed subjects of
study are determined based on those key words.

The main findings of this study suggests that the legitimation
Kim Jong-un of Kim Jong-un regime has been integrated into
the Party Covenant, party organization system, and its overall
business contents. Operational departments that carry out this
Kim Jong-un are Propaganda & Agitation Department, Science

& Education Department, Party History Institute, Appeals



Abstract

Office, and Organization & Guidance Department. In addition,
the following organizations carry out projects designed to
justify the Suyoung-centered dictatorship in the redistribution
process of governing fund: 1) Office No 39 in charge of
“Revolutionary Fund” support and ‘Future Politics” to justify
its systematic exploitation system; 2) Finance Accounting
Department; and 3) the Kumsusan Accounting Department.
Overall, the legitimation Kim Jong-un of Kim Jong-un’s ruling
has rooted in Kim IlI-Sung and Kim Jong-II's justification
origin. And Kim Jong-un's desire for recognition has become
increasingly distinct in an attempt to go beyond the inherited
justification origin.

North Korea's repression and control are divided as three-
layered system in an organized manner. First, Organization &
Guidance Department is in charge of organizational life control.
Second, the Propaganda & Agitation Department is in chare
of control of ideological consciousness and judicial monitoring
and control. Third, the Labor Party directs and manages this
three-layered repressive system. This Kim Jong-un is defined
as the operating principle and work of the organization. The
main operational departments are Organization & Guidance
Department, which controls the party members and the
people based on ten principles of the Party as well as the

Accounting Department and Documentation Department in

fo
12

17



Abstract

charge of documentations. And the censorship of Propaganda
& Agitation Department and the life summing and mobilization
of efforts of people led by Working Organization Department
also carry out the same functions. Overall, for over five years,
Kim Jong-un has reformed and reorganized the repression and
control systems that are led by the Party.

When selecting executive committee members of the Party,
candidates are largely divided into subjects for ratification by
supreme leader (Kim Jong-un) and subjects for ratification by
the political office. Except for informal networks of Kim Jong-un,
the party’s core organizations that carry out a co-optation Kim
Jong-un are the Cadres Department, Organization & Guidance
Department, and Working Organization Department. Overall,
Kim Jong-un's co-optation Kim Jong-un of the last 5 years
or more can be evaluated with three key words: reign of terror,
competition for loyalty, and change of generation. Kim
Jong-un’'s governing funds are provided by 1) Office No 309;
2) institutional loyalty funds, which are funded by all
institutions, such as special institutions and the Cabinet; and
3) individual loyalty funds. The operating system of governing
fund includes the Office No 39, the Secretariat, Finance
Accounting Department, and the Kumsusan Accounting
Department. At the center of fund raising there lies Office No

39 and the Secretariat under Kim Jong-un serves as a channel



Abstract

for the flow of governing fund. This governing fund, except
for slush funds, will be used for idolizing Kim's family, the
core construction project, gift politics, and on-site support
projects, which are directly provided by Suyoung under the
name of revolution fund. In the Kim Jong-un era, the scope
of governing fund has expanded with the increased field
guidance.

Governing fund is the foundation for stabilizing the
dictatorship regime. If legitimation, repression and control,
and co-optation are the political'social-cultural superstructure
for the stabilization of the regime, governing fund is the
substructure, above which this superstructure Kim Jong-un
enables either the stability or instability of the monarchical
regime in the economic realm. In summary, the implementation
of four stabilization Kim Jong-un over the past five years or
more have positively contributed to stabilizing the Kim
Jong-un regime. The durability of the Kim Jong-un regime has
become significantly stronger compared to the beginning of

the initial phase of his regime.

Kim Jong-un Period, the Workers” Party of Korea, Autocratic
Regimes, Stabilization Strategy, Legitimation, Repression,
Co-optation, Governing fund

fo
12

19












2013

D=,

2

S
Ly

A

o} =5 AAY) BAs A

HA

A (Z9] S AARATA AS] 10tH

2012
<

A
o

]

4

o o R oW BE oF o- @ o o
1o ]qu_olwroﬂ_.,mO T e T T T o oy
% N 2 RO bo wrom T =
o = H T N o H o noEe T T
o s o T N w oo BEm s W Ho O
= U = M oA N il S
%modl.%i%me_odo z,_HOL_LHEVom:ﬁﬁ H &
o o~ ! 5 -
R -l SREXCRT Y
%EEQA_W%&% TEL P Amo 3 o
X — 01_ — JlOﬁ_ no =
ﬂoze]ﬁquﬂwﬂo%@uLﬂﬁea m._‘_nxqwn_..tnuuﬁoﬁl 50%
Eag XK 8wme &K g A I ol iy
.Nu,mﬂo/ L — = %° N 8o ., ol mL_L
2 o SpoSEY T oE T Wy o M
of o E o TH g PE xS Xy
h/o_Ldu]qu_.%ﬂu_lmi qﬂmoﬂioﬂulﬁo% 5
N omo S O Sy go B o X 4 o H e 20 &
R og o oY N T = =) KO o
7u__onﬂ,mo_:_| ~ ol E_u,l‘._.q,mfrﬂ_-,.r N o
= ,._L.Oﬂ N = _Dl jo %o o] 0,A ol N JIL_._M =K X
&Y HE g R P AR TR T
J.W@%ﬁyyyﬂuTm % WP TN
wwmfo%wﬁoE_Em_ﬁoéo_;ﬁz%% <
@Zeaﬂwm%ﬂw%@@wmaﬂﬂ o 1
]ao_ewiozﬁ o %O GO w_,__i oU O
MCJ@H_Eio_e%ﬂw_eﬂﬂg_]o___%ﬁ N o
" B m oo oo o g oo B A0 o) 5 i
W r @B o i R O Gl
B = CE R N TRy g o P
o S Mo oo W o= H X Hom ©R®EN
mﬁ_ﬂ@%z}wmﬁﬁﬂwagmo%@._&ifﬂﬂ.%%
om_xii.z}zﬂ1‘§u_oﬂﬂ_¢% =
ok oy & O &=k R = N oo — 2 5 o
o % = = X o) ™ J RN ~0 —_
W%E%WMéwwMMﬂmgayw%@w
£ oo ol ulw_ X NN o) KO o) WON W o %ﬁ
o o W ooF WO Ewmlﬂuzeﬂﬁﬂoﬂowt

I. 42 (23

o AZAY T} T

5T



24

2 HhE 243t 0]%4(1995)9] A,V 18] 1 19989 A Yo] F-4]
AT 0% A A L5 HA 9] Flof] 715kgt 0]54(1999),2) &
RS A HET EAL(1999)Y E 214(2003)9] A4 1
AL B ARS]EO] A AlZbo A A2t 4497(2007) B o H2(2007)2
AFEo] it

18] 20079 ©]F A 109 Wt 2= =G AlA R 2 7159
QTS e A= Zoty] ofFet. B- A 3 A BA 5
ERte] -4 8 A7 F WA 2HS HE 47 A2 A

N

T=IGolA o] F017 20101 A|3AF P ARSI 2} @el 9]l 20129
42 g EARE] B 20179 A|7AF BH 9] 5 58 g8 oo tiek 24,
=g g I E #d A= 5 FAATARE AeloflA THRo
Aot 1Y A2 Al =83 Wi A dH 7= AR 3
B2 FoHL QU o| =R E & Aol Yool EEEH AT
——-:‘?‘l-io‘ °4-TL7<1~— Aol EHA A E &2l ol kEd el T8/
oAl Ty Soota Ao S CE AL ik 2y A2
AlH }_/ﬂio 3 22 71**01 %‘Q*é'ﬁ@%‘ AlEH ot B sto] of w3k

Vo], TRARTIATL: AZAMIT 3 HIE FAHOZ; (AL JAH|HAL
1995).

20154, “UAHL A 2ALTY: 22|37} 75 B FHOR” M999dE 3HF
#]5}%] 01311;%544 A7 3, (1999), pp. 1~23.

I FAHY, "Bt mdo] 22T AL EAIA| Aol TR A O] FUAMIAA B ol
100 €3 3 %ﬁ o=z gh=oltojti st 9 WetH &kt AAFSHR] =&, 1999.

Y Zolg, “RALFHO] FA Ao gt A A st B3tistd Akt eg,
2003. 1 9] G RARAERE FH o2 330 9 F 2 PSS o2 A, T4H A
717 A2y (ME Hlﬁ—guw 2017) 9A] EE719] & Ao|c},

O A7 ‘ZARTYY AT I AEA T4 BAAFAE 92, MBIt g2t
7172 (@ $-&olrkdu], 2007), pp. 105~161; °ldiZ, Jxﬁéiuu ZAAA,
AEATL BIATAE 42, FE3e] -=717| - 2,, pp. 162~226.

22 A ZM=SHe| XN I)5:

H—I

4 ot5ys} 1S FHOR



Sttt

ARS

=
T

t}

-

T

SfA1

of 3

1

o

2te) 7]

ha

o

~
ol
o

21471 =

&

Tt o] =2H7H

ki
file)

A

A= A717]

o

i

;O_
B
Hr

A

A2l

3)
5]

HEe =4
A2 7]

2

ol

25

15

=]
=

kel
=

I. M2

Aol A

1
ol

<

3 22 3Ad =A<

e

_?4

o

glo.
2=

ojct. L A BlaLgA|
FHEE N

o

ELN

A

A]

=47

=

249] 27 %ho)7] o

A3 A
o]9

AT A

1

-

F
ot

-

T

1

-

o

Xel

g

(co-optation), 12|31 SX|X+H governing fund)o|tt.

O F77 17 A oM =

297

[©)

A=
webA 6744 Al
871

4 7] =]

OF3} M=k 40 7|9 E= AFSKlegitimation), PP (repression),

=
=

&

]

A
=
2]

°



YT T AEFA S 294

=L
Sh=

ol

YT ARFEA 9 T2} V)5 ol A,

ol

S A2 Holt. |A

A A9 A=Al B 24, T2 A Trdt A

)

=
=,

A

(autocratic regime)"® Qg 3}o] 30 WH(PF3}, AU} FA], 4

A

A

=5

2 Aef 5ol

%

O] A=- e 71, 278 4

sl

<+

otaby, 24 g9 ‘10 93 A, 38

A= 4.

-
o A

25q0] 729 7]

A

Y, 44 %

)

A AR A -] - SA A

7

13 54 o

AAE, o

H
T

Comparing Autocracies in the early Twenty-first

® Aurel Croissant et al.,

Century, Volume 1. Unpacking Autocracies - Explaining Similarity and

Difference (New York: Routledge, 2014), p. 1.

A™2 Al ZH=SE9

26



17 gmAo 2 T,

7h A S 24 A,

1
.

b ARIA 2 2A

At

A2

S|
=2

oE 2

S
=

s eAte]

Tk

FAoA= 7L TY

HEiE
& A4, . AR 39

7]]:/]_ Q]

o 283 3 ot ] 3

s

A4

55 B

9] &g

T

~n

gl
e

- RS

=
T

=

BRIl

=

{2t

AF
=

FIAATL: NAR o AR FEA AT AL

a4

g

[}

B7hyelet. of

7

bl

¢
=4

)

Aol A =

2k

=l
=

1331 34 B

o] P29 7],

=
=

A

ip

1=
=

7 olg

2k 14 sk A

213 %7}
oM ARG, 28 Al A BEE AA AT, 38 4

w
n_AIO

g B7k=

1

=K

3 AA

nfet %

3

K

o}, 7t

720174 12€

222 gofgeiet o

1
.

wixjero 2 A ES IPgelA

sh4d) A

ol

o},

7} 7

AA R 2

%
[]

o] 4

27

I. M2



il

g=o] e

15

111 9lck. mebd] Qa0 B

9

LY

JE ofl, L

5

safl &7

o

3]o] 2 2000t o]

7} 2ol AErlelo] 2

=N =]

3

A=toll o

Vel

Oo=A H%

2

L=

—

ol

Sl e ot

ol

ﬂNO
BiK
%
o

o8

N
s
N

I
ol

ZhA 2 AT A= YT

il

1l A= S 10AH]]

1=
Ea

oIhz 191

olt}. 2 Q7Ae} 25| Aoz of

£ 749 5ol

How 1 A}

Heb A H.

o

o

L=
.

A Qo] ARJNGETT S =]

o 418

=
=

1 ghret. whebA 1

5

o
Aed

_Z,._

37 =t oht 7]

I:

T

=

o|
"

-

HeA

el

s

3

X
._O_v
)

of Qi ABIe

wet ol

9l A2 R & o]

42 Al ZMESEO

pdbs
oo

28



et

Xel

o

=S

o] Fe7]3 7+ Rojol A &

o] &

o
B ohy

15

h8y

o

ol/golm Zt
O}_%

o

=
=

=

=

peig==|
of

o)

TFE7F A

Stof Al
cE

=

St

il
[}
=N

n
SAlo|t}, wEhA] EiEollA] 1L

=]

=

’

a

o]

olt}. o] 59| Hat AT 504 oldel™

=
=

=

, (A, (AFE12)-(AF=110) A2z 7Y

20179 EAZA] B A2V AL 7R

glEo|t}h. I2u 1099

P=d 20139~2015¢7E

1]

o
-

2~
ne

W& Hof 19 F A%
=
=

[©)

o] W T o M 8 T P ¢ pa
Waéﬂw IRl - e s
Bk WO o Ml m = = X 6o N t
Ltﬁoﬂi% :.__..ommctu.*ﬁaﬁ %o
o Romowr PO gy R g
% o OB Rempzs ¥y W
W Lo oAy Mo
Moy 0 Ho Ho2 D o w|
Ay o7 o ,E._ LL__ofHomLﬂLmﬂ -
M_eurm%ﬂm_. zfﬂ_ﬂulra%lqlﬂﬂ.w
ﬁﬂi@r%@u o_eqﬂuuu%j.or%ﬂﬂ
Fpg HEN T R X T
oy g m Moo }Eoﬂ%o_e el
B L x P PR oo Ao
mﬂﬁwwﬂ:odl W,W_uﬂamﬂ_.ﬂlmﬁwﬂﬂ
W Do Moo o Mo NN o fh O B
o P o X o oo BN o o
agicalipe VR g 3w TR
Wore XK o o BN e o
WX HToo wxIg®EEI Lo
HE g PR R ™y 5L s
R e e I A
BEZ2hT TalisnziliE
coesib gEmodsii=t
s4cgpre TrEronpAsg
= o N B ey W RS
PTEFLE FEEhT AR RTT
o W PR T G = T
N OE W oo T M =L S~ e I O ¥

29

I. M2

I



A= Al

A

J_Avo
=K
ey
ot
No

A7} 9kt Wb

% u|LEA] A

&

h8S

A

JA

5F Al
tl=
=]

1

1

(0]

T

g

&

2017¢ SA|7HA|

o

3L

O

2| E HoprF 2. wh2bA

W
o YEAEE F27H A

Al

Zo|c}, .
e 344 A=,

o]

o
R84
°

s

FA|5z0) £

#73

1

-

A
o

Jo]

o=

1. O

7Fs

0= Hdof 419

)
%3} 7]

ol

3ol o

R

=

=
[e)

el
HYAE
12]9]

L

wrh

oltt. A, 2 A=

AN Z
=
=

1

o]
=
3
o

i
7

o

B
)
._M‘,H
Hlo

)
.

, o

AL
j0°

1

ot

0]

AA

=
=

7

L
R

ahiel

|

2

72

[e]

T

&

kel

1

ot

0]

3floF

O

ji_]

o
=2

B

o

A==

(<]
2 Al ZHESFo =

Aps)e}

30









1. Mt SAHHe| A2 x| 2 -

A A Y SR A= A2 AAHAES 71- 0= 214171 = A
MR AA 3HAE AXH RS}t

19A= 1940~19708 7141 9] A 59] sfz{tielolot. =g
5](Friedrich), B RAA7|(Brzezinski), AFHZ(Schapiro), oHIE
(Arendt) 52 & == GA| ESFAES FAF24, AR EeH,
BAAZ DA Ao A AA| T2 BASHIH 2 At YA =
o, A AE ]E}E]O} AH[EAH], U}Q—r—f] T o= g #Al
=7 ATE AP SAE iAok 8 AH8R1E olHEE
71'et = ME}.

23 A= HHFY ASAI7IE 1970~1980d Holtt. o] Al7]= =A]
A o W3} SHA A3ANA = 7tof| A 915351 EZ 0] o] FofXE A7
ojth. £5| BIGA] FHoNA WIFFe}t =4 & FA = T A-=0|
5] A7N = At "ol HIESko] ofAlote} ol e 7t 5 A3AIA ¥
FIE A3 L =49(0 Donnell), Z2]o{(Collier), Tro]H(Finer),
=7 (Nordlinger), oFe]AAELE (Eisenstadt) 59 &oFo] L&
A 8 AT1FAl= BEA d9F, FFE=A, Bl5A] FRolt.
T AT e o] 7E H ARSHERARY o] o] ofLE|7t T o=,

7|& A AT SA A A D ESto] At ek B w7 2Es] A
At GA ZAE sS4k 78 AT 82012 AR AAIA e 1t HlE
A A At

3TAIE= 1990t HoflA 214171 2 AA 2 A AT EvlidA
Eg|= Al7]olt} 1989d S 7| H o2 %J—}EEOE qhiﬂ“ Al
ALE] 0] =717t A A e A IsHAA °|3l
g0l B =]t} BA| Al A= FFtofute] "ALe %“Q’O] Fokx,

TAES] o)d E EAfof] 7|9kt g P £BEEAL QIFO] AL Ah-

Lo&

33



wzol2 725 gdrks oj4lo] Buystoich
e 25999 AA At o] 2oj4l 1001d F 245 A

[e) =
FhAL A, SR UL o 5] o choet WAl o2 sk glor
TR AT A4S Hol 11 gheo] Selsigirt. ol e B4l 914
o2 5E F4 MLAH ATAE Aolo] ¥ LEA] AT} ThA] B

A7 ). 2efsto] 214171 2 @A ST 2L S EY T
St JIHESo] THE L Qlth

o] A|7]ofli= FA| A} £ of et AXBAGAE 1] 5414 55
T7FEEAL ok i3] SR BekE|(Brownlee), 1HH(Gandhi),
up7t2 Y(Magaloni), @EZ B (Wintrobe), 2~2E 8 F(Svolik), eI H
129} 2Hl¢(Acemoglu & Robinson) 50|t} o] &2 A|=F2] A+
A1t H PR A FEZ AR AA =T AT E SAATLE F
5] steitt. A9 A= IA AR =71 ABAIAIE "olA A
AAE o2 S It E3H A AlA FAAAE thd o=
4 o7 o] o F T &, A AFY AT AT 5 24 24
= dolA g BAEA7HE 83 FH AN S
A Bl =R AFAREC] F55k= 21A4)7] @A SA7F A& E = 5
8 A7 aRlo], AYE ‘A& ¢ FAFEE F=5te] JHSAol wet

SAPAL DSk A ey o]k,

St e,



1940~20104cH S2eipe| 35| 52

FERS] TfRICR)

(1940~1970CH=x)

BopFol0| 45
(1970~1980KH)

STRO| ZHAA
(19901cH 24-301Y)

HX|-1XX(Friedrich/ = S SIEe] Mzsfiel E2
Brzezinski, Schapiro) (O'Donnell, Collier) (Brownlee, ngdhl,
o 2 FR| Magaloni
el ~Z5H(Arendt) (Finer, Nordlinger) SO} ZA] 2
(;EHE AP Su(Political (Wintrobe, Svolik
e religion) sS4 Il Acemoglu, and
(Aron, Vogelin, 0% (Eisenstadt) Robinson)
Maicer, Gentile)
g &
xe | gmamen ML
A | R SY DNAE | TS | HEEN aRe
e O|E*E|0f ESi AR OI'-*'QI (= AA)
(CHA) OleZe| ) Ofﬂﬂlﬂ)u
iﬁg O|E||2E7| o| F—‘“E'i A|'§_|—7C§I‘||I_‘|| _JF_?_'I E‘:l ﬁ% E‘J
20l . HIZA] | T2 ofet

Z+=: Johannes Gerschewski, “The three pillars of stability: legitimation, repression,
and co-optation in autocratic regimes,” in Comparing Autocracies in the
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Explaining Similarity and Difference, eds. Aurel Croissant et al, p. 62.
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1 Johannes Gerschewski, “The three pillars of stability: legitimation, repression,
and co-optation in autocratic regimes,” pp. 58~83.

19 Patrick Koellner, “Informal Institutions in Autocracies: Analytical Perspectives
and the Case of the Chinese Communist Party,” in Comparing Autocracies in
the early Twenty-first Century, Volume 1: Unpacking Autocracies -
Explaining Similarity and Difference, p. 86.
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& Johannes Gerschewski, “The three pillars of stability: legitimation, repression, and
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