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>‘ Abstract <

Abe’s Foreign and North Korea Policies
Lee, Kitae and Kim, Doo-seung

Under the slogan of ‘escaping the post-war regime’ and
‘conducting strategic diplomacy,” Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
pushes ahead with proactive domestic and foreign policies.
The Abe administration revises and improves a number of
institutions and mechanisms including Japan's Pacifist
Constitution which has served as the foundation for its
restricted security policy to make Japan a ‘normal country.’ Its
external security policy including the strengthening of both
the Japan-US alliance and the defense force is becoming
assertive; especially, building a strong Japan-US alliance and
conducting the strategic diplomacy towards Asia aimed at
establishing cooperative security relations with South Korea,
Australia and ASEAN in response to China’s rise are the two
principal axes of the administration’s international security
strategy.

South Korea and Japan have been in conflict originating
from the gap in historical perception including the ‘comfort
women’ issue. However, the administration’s emphasis on
South Korea, and on threats from China and North Korea leads
it to make efforts to resume cooperation between South Korea,
the US and Japan. The administration pursues a policy of
dialogue and pressure towards North Korea which is shown
when dealing with the issues of kidnapped Japanese citizens
and North Korea's nuclear program.

Keywords: Shinzo Abe, Normal Country, Dialogue and Pressure,
National Security Strategy
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