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Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection

Facis &
Figures

Humanitarian
aid since 1995:
EUR 135 million

in for over
130 projects

In 2013:

EUR 132 520
in response
to fioods

in July-August
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Tel.: (456 2) 255 1008

The European Commission has been responding to humanitarian needs
in DPRK since 1995 with over EUR 135 mullion in total.

The Eurcpean Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection
department ECHO, together with its partner organisations, is providing
relief assistance when an immediate response is needed, such as during
and following flooding, dreught or food crises.

ECHO experts regularly assess the situation in DPRK in order to respond
to the most urgent needs effectively and efficiently. Based on their
conclusions and on United Nations® reports on the food and nutrition
situation, there is currently no need for emergency assistance. However,
chronic undermutrition remains a public health problem.

Hum arian situation and needs

Dewrig Velly, Background

Food Assistance Expert,
Doy Walliiechofisid an

The UN Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission (CFSAM) report of
MNowvember 2013 states that food production has slightly improved, reducing
the food gap to its lowest in many years (340 000 tons of cereals, out of
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which 300 000 are expected to be imported). Most households are still food insecure, though. The
public distribution system faces senous logistic challenges, so households usually rely on their own
production on the farm and in kitchen gardens, state shops, formal markets and mmmod'lty
exchanges. The nutnbion situation is better than in previous years, but overall rates and micronutrient
deficiencies are worrying: even if child undernutrition has steadily declined over the past decade,
additional efforts are required to enhance their condition. Stunting ameng them is still high, at 28%.

Major challenges

Based on ECHO humanitarian expsrts’ assessment and the most recent UN report on the food and
nutrition situation in DPRK, there is currently no need for emergency assistance in that regard.

Mevertheless, extreme weather conditions have posed further challenges in the last two years. In
general, the situation remains fragile and subject to deterioration in case of further shocks:

In July-August 2012, floods triggered by heavy rains hit the areas of South Pyongan, North Pyongan,
Kangwon, North Hamgyong, South Hamgyong and Jagang. The government reported more than 115
dead and around 85 000 displaced. Over 47 000 hectares of farmland were severely damaged.

In July-August 2013, floods in the North West of the country destroyed thousands of homes and
affected around 800 000 people (source: OCHA). Many families also lost personal items such as
clothes, blankets, cooking and eating utensils. Temporary shelter was a pressing need, and there was
an increased risk of water-borne diseases such as diarrhea. Water and sanitation represented an
important concern.

The European Union's humanitarian respon

Funding

In response to the floods in July and August 2013, ECHD supported projects 2012 - 2013
the Europsan Commission released EUR 132 520
that were used by the Intemational Federation of
the Red Cross (IFRC) to heip with the distribution
of household items, the provision of safe water and
the promotion of hygiene with some 5 000
affected and displaced families in South and North
Pyongan and Morth Hwanghae provinces, Similar
assistance was provided through the IFRC
following the floods in mid-August 2012,

In total, the European Commission's Humanitarian
Aid and Civil Protection department ECHO has
committed over EUR 135 million in humanitanan
aid to some 130 projects since 1995, with especial
focus on food assistance, the improvement of
health services and access to clean water and
sanitation for the most vulnerable populations.
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