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Abstract

North Koreans’ Empowerment:
Actor Dynamics

Park, Young-Ja, Hyun, Inae, and Kim, Wha-Soon

This study focuses on the process of North Koreans fostering liberal
democratic power and environment to change reality and phenomenon in
North Korea for better lives, using the ‘empowerment’ concept. In this
perspective, the concept of ‘empowerment’ is used as a synthesis of the
following three aspects: 1) actors’ self-esteem, 2) actors’ self-efficacy
(self- confidence), and 3) cultivation of willingness and capability
(willingness for action). Therefore, this study analyzes North Koreans,
the actors of change in North Korea, based on class, generation, and region
and contemplates on the dynamics for liberal democratic changes in North
Korea. Moreover, this study searches for an approach to support the culti-
vation of North Koreans’ self-esteem, self-confidence, and willingness
for action.

Keywords: North Korean People, Empowerment, Actor Dynamics, Class,
Generation, Region
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"_Conger and Kanungo, “The Empowerment Process: Integrating Theory and
12_Gretchen M. Spreitzer, “Social Structural Characteristics of Psychological
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10 Ibid., pp. 191~215.
Practice,” pp. 471 ~482.

Empowerment,” Academy of Management Journal, vol. 39 (1996), pp. 483~
1THE ] A g} ofn]: 2kE3t,

504.
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18_K. W. Thomas and B. A. Velthouse, “Cognitive Elements of Empowerment,”
Academy of Management Review, vol. 15 (1990), pp. 666~681.

14_Gretchen M. Spreitzer, “Psychological Empowerment in the Workplace:
Dimensions, Measurement, and Validation,” Academy of Management Journal,
vol. 38 (1995), pp. 1442~1465.
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Z2]: Brian D. Christens, “Toward Relational Empowerment,” American Journal
of Community Psychology, vol. 50 (2012), p. 121. <Figure 1>. Conceptual
Model for Psychological Empowerment as a Latent Construct with Emotional,
Cognitive, Relational and Behavioral Components, and Hypothesized Elements
of Each Component.
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5-Rosabeth Moss Kanter, Men and Women of the Corporation (New York:
Basic Books, 1977); Rosabeth Moss Kanter, “Power Failure in Management
Circuits,” Harvard Business Review, vol. 57, no. 4 (1979); Rosabeth Moss
Kanter, When Giants Learn to Dance: Mastering the Challenge of Strategy,
Management and Careers in the 1990s (New York: Simon and Schuster,
1989) &=

16_Joan I. J. Wagner, Greta Cummungs, Donna L. Smith, Joanne Olson, Lynn
Anderson, and Sharon Warrren, “The Relationship between Structural
Empowerment and Psychological Empowerment for Nurses: A Systematic
Review,” Journal of Nursing Management, vol. 18, no. 4 (May 18, 2010),
p. 449.
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17_Carol A. Wong and Heather K. S. Laschinger, “Authentic Leadership,
Performance, and Job Satisfaction: The Mediating Role of Empowerment,”
Journal of Advanced Nursing, vol. 29, no. 2 (July 2012), p. 949.

8_Heather K. Spence Laschinger, Carol A. Wong, and Ashley L. Grau,
“Authentic Leadership, Empowerment and Burnout: A Comparison in New
Graduate and Experienced Nurses,” Journal of Nursing Management, vol. 21,
no. 3 (April 2012), p. 4.
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University Press, 1995) 2Fx.
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Performance, and Job Satisfaction: The Mediating Role of Empowerment,”
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Z2]: Heather K. Spence Laschinger, Carol A. Wong, and Ashley L. Grau,
“Authentic Leadership, Empowerment and Burnout: A Comparison in New
Graduate and Experienced Nurses,” Journal of Nursing Management, vol.
21, no. 3 (April 2012), p. 6.
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Avolio, Fred Luthans, Douglas R. May, and Fred Walumbwa, “Can You See
the Real Me? A Self-Based Model of Authentic Leaders and Follower
Development,” Leadership Quarterly, vol. 19 (2005), pp. 343~372; Fred
Walumbwa, Bruce Avolio, William Gardner, Tara Wernsing, and Suzanne
Peterson, “Authentic Leadership: Development and Validation of a Theory—
Based Measure,” Journal of Management, vol. 34, no. 1 (2008), pp. 89~126.
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Z2]: Mary Whiteside, Komla Tsey, and Yvonne Cadet-James, “A Theoretical
Empowerment Framework for Transdisciplinary Team Building,”
Australian Social Work, vol. 64, no. 2 (June 2011), p. 230. <Table 1> A
Framework for Transdisciplinary Teamwork.
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Z2]: Lauren Bennett Cattaneo and Aliya R. Champman, “The Process of
Empowerment: A Model for Use in Research and Practice,” American

Psychologist, vol. 65, no. 7 (October 2010), p. 654. <Figure 1> The
Empowerment Process Model.
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