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Abstract

The Experiences of Crossing Boundaries and
Reconstruction of North Korean Adolescent Refugees’
Identities

Cho, Jeongah et al.

The purpose of this article is to investigate how North Korean adolescent
refugees experience territorial and sociocultural boundaries as they undergo
the process of migration. The whole process of North Korean adolescents’
depart from spatial, social, and cultural territories of North Korea, entrance into
those of China or a third country, and settling in South Korea is interpreted here
as a process of boundary experience. This article explores how North Korean
adolescent refugees experience and react to various boundaries, and how these
experiences of crossing boundaries influence on the process of growing into
adults as well as the reconstruction of their identities. Based on the findings of
the study, the article reasons out implications for supporting policies of North

Korean adolescent refugees.

Keywords: North Korean Adolescent Refugees, Boundary, Boundary
Experience, Identities
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