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Abstract

Future of Kim Jong-un’s Regime
and South Korea’s Strategies

Park, Jongchul et al.

This study is conducted based on the following focuses:

First, the study explores diverse future paths of North Korea rather than
simply takes a dichotomous view by assuming either its collapse or continuation.
Second, the focus of this study is on predicting not its path of changes itself but
subsequent internal and external policies depending on possible types of its
future regime and developing specific strategies. Third, it is assumed that
leadership or the nature of the regime need to change in order to see policy
changes at a middle-range scale, such as abandonment of nuclear weapon
development, expansion of opening and reform policies, and abolishment of
hostile policies toward South Korea. Fourth, this study takes three major paths
of changes in North Korea account and seeks path-specific strategies. Fifth, the
window for prediction in this study is set to next five to ten years.

With these basic approaches, South Korea’s strategies specific to the
three major paths are proposed as follows:

First, North Korea may sustain its rule by a single leader and keep
pursuing both nuclear weapon development and economic growth. In this case,
South Korea should focus on securing deterrence and fostering conditions for
trust building.

Second, if the North reforms and opens its economy with adoption of
intra-party democratization and a collective leadership system as in China in
the 1980s, trust building and normalization of the inter-Korean relations are the
basic strategies South Korea should employ. Also, it needs to take an opportunity
arising from diverse voices of different factions and find a way to push
denuclearization forward and accelerate its economic reform and opening.

Third, if North Korea achieves both marketization and pluralistic
politics as in East Europe in the 1980s, South Korea should primarily build
broader trust and enhance its ability to cope with unification. To this end, the
focus should be on economic cooperation, broader inter-Korean exchanges,
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support for establishment of civil society in the North, and unification
diplomacy toward the international community. In addition, projects for
unification and integration need to be developed and implemented.

Keywords: Kim Jong-un’s regime, North Korean regime, Type of change, Rule
by a single leader, Simultaneous development of nuclear weapons
and economy, Intra-party democratization, Collective leadership
system, Marketization, Political pluralism
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