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Abstract

The Geopolitics of Russo-Korean Gas Pipeline Project
and Energy Cooperation in Northeast Asia.

Lee, Ki-Hyun et al.

Though South Korea, North Korea, and Russia once tried to cooperate
on a new regional energy project of building natural gas pipelines via the
Korean peninsula, the risks in North Korean issues have hindered further
dialogues and the work has become bogged down. Moreover, the changing
dynamics among relevant states is facilitating the resurgence of energy
conflicts in the region. China, specifically, is proposing an alternative route
passing through its mainland, and Japan is accelerating cooperation with
Russia to prevent China from taking a dominant position in the regional energy
politics. The U.S.-led reformation of regional security structure is also exerting
a negative effect on the progress of the gas pipeline project, and Russia may
alter its decision depending on the change of the future energy and security
environments.

Then, how do we analyze, understand and foresee the Russo-Korean Gas
Pipeline Project and its future aspects? This study aims to specify and
reevaluate the necessity for South Korea of promoting the gas pipeline project
with Russia and North Korea by analyzing the circumstance of energy
geopolitics of Northeast Asia and considering its historical contexts.
Particularly, this study suggests that the Russo-Korean gas pipeline can turn the
current zero-sum situation among regional powers into a win-win situation by
overcoming structural obstacles of geopolitics in Northeast Asia. For the
President Park Geun-hye’s regime, the gas pipeline project will be an important
policy measure to implement the “inter-Korean trust-building process,”
“Northeast Asian peace and cooperation plans,” and “‘Eurasia initiative plans.”

Key words: Russo-Korean gas pipeline, Energy geopolitics of Northeast
Asia, Northeast Asian peace and cooperation plans
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