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Abstract

The Kim Jong-un Regime's Policy Direction:
with Special Focus on Power Structure and Leadership
Jinwook Choi, Ki Bum Han, Yong Seok Chang

Post-Kim Jong Il North Korea shows two contrasting pictures to North
Korea watchers: one picture is that North Korea would maintain Military-First
System and stick to Kim Jong II’s legacy, and Kim Jong-un expressed militant
behavior; the other picture is that Kim Jong-un’s friendly and generous image
shown on-the-spot guidance and statement implies reform and change. It is still
uncertain which one is North Korea’s real intention.

Kim Jong-un’s leadership and power structure may seem to be important
factors that explain North Korea’s policy directions. Given environment that the
Kim Jong-un regime faces, it is likely that North Korea takes hardline policy.
However, we need to be careful not to prejudge Kim Jong-un’s policy
direction. If we prejudge Kim as a reformer, the expectation of North Korea’s
reform may be too high. If we exaggerate Kim’s militant behavior, we may lose
a chance to make a breakthrough in inter-Korean relations.

South Korea’s next government need to show its determination to
rearrange inter-Korean relations. Only a top level dialogue can make a
breakthrough, but it is necessary to approach North Korea incrementally from
a small dialogue and economic cooperation.

Key Words: Kim Jong-un, power structure, leadership, policy direction
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