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Abstract

North Korea’s Power Elite
under the Kim Jong Un Regime

Lee, Kyoduk et al.

A rapid and solid establishment of the Kim Jong Un regime and its
long-term stability depend on how strong and united support from the top
power elite around him is. Unity or division in the power elite is a key factor
determining the regime’s establishment and stability.

Focusing on such a point, this study analyzes the structure and the
network of the power elite under the Kim Jong Un regime and identifies
its characteristics. Chapter II introduces a theoretical approach to the
power elite and examines correlations of regime shifts and policy changes
in China, the Soviet Union, and Vietnam with changes within the power
elite. In Chapter III, around 200 full and alternate members of the Central
Committee of the Workers’ Party are classified by demographical factors
such as gender, age, regional connection, blood ties, school connection,
and major experience. Then, their characteristics are discussed. Chapter IV
analyzes the power elite’s network not by demographical factors but by the
extent of mutual communication within the power elite. The indicator of
such mutual communication is the top power elite’s attendance at Kim
Jong Un’s on-spot guidance. Finally, Chapter V looks into the features of
power elite changes in the Kim Jong Un regime, a newly emerging elite
group, and the values generally upheld by North Korea’s young generation

from which the new elite group is formed.

Key Words: The Power Elite, New Elite Group, Power Elite Change
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Horh 2 5 oo AoFdy A5 Asd 22 e
AE A =odek? 28} o] gol= m27HG. Mosca), 7
Y E(V. Pareto), t]d2(R. Michels)e} 22 194]7] 2} 204 7]

29 MBS o8] Ao AEol XA ARelA Bk

2 GRee WA AN BASHE Ao A48E7] A
b,
shA A E Aol that et shxjutet thEek0 wAH

9_T. B. Bottomore, Elites and Society (Hammondsworth, Middlesex: Penguine
Books, 1964), p. 7, 5885, THACBIAE R, (A2 MG, 1990), p. 31400 A
S

10 g} A (H. D. Lasswel) “H x| E'gF A XA (body politic) 2] & H-§=}o]
oA Qe FEAIFT o E, Y=(C. Wright Mills)&= “dg A 2] E(power
elite) = St 2aE 7HHe= AAARES WE = AUs Al A= A2
2, tteH(R. Dahl)-2 “Aujde] E(ruling elite)'= TR T 1 471 & on
WFA Aule] G52 obd FANEeln Fag 44 ssues)o] Aol GlolA]
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E2x50 mA7Le}t u| B ZhzF Al Al F(ruling class) T}
A A2 E(governing elite)2t= TFE 8§05 A& U A A

e 2dFo2 g9ada = e A& JRs dAEolY
AAAA A FdFE v 5 e JAES AYERL FF
o= == “‘EIE—E— AA O R o) x] 7| Hrh=
= Jhded i A ohetE ik
A2 oA ] A AF e =tk Q14
5 ARESEA] ettt Edhof A
AP E= G2 F23%0f AL shdof| 4] <Adhd #4>7"2, 18
I AYEEL A= >0 «lf‘& AR ZFo] Zufje}t A= 4
Folsh= Al SAuEe] HHEA Abslge|gog Ao

2 FPEOE U8 9ol A= a2 Fosieith B3 HERO(T.

B. Bottomore)= A7}o] 80| ulat Ax| P £ A2F JFHS JPAls)
o XA 4y g59 RS AFPHOR Pol= S HF FXAF
(political class) .2 27 71 0] A42t2 A EAL A7]|o] EATE AL3|o)A]
A0 2 GAHUHE YA AFRES A A= E'R Eich A Zuckerman,
“The Concept Political Elite’,” Lessons form Mosca and Pareto, The Journal
of Politics, Vol 39, No. 2 (May 1977), pp. 325~326.

o Abs| ekl QdojgtAd A H, TRAUTARE 25 (BeF ARS]THsHETRAL 1992),
p. 1757.

2.4, Y ]EH—J A A E A U A3 TS THeRT (A%
gt vFAER =5 2007), pp. 25~26.
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gk ol i'oh vl Aotk
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5%
2UBA =AY TEY e olA|Fo| Hex;sm ore

(9l He sl FHOR ol FREATE nE
detelob G sk HgAToR nE JAe S5
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olot Z& BAFE SHol AH T Hlm o]

i@c

o
e Loy o
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=
o

el

BN

s ATt Qlojstel T H, T
p. 1229.

AT A 1 (e AFSlEhetERAl, 1992),

AT UL AT Bl A S U Ty BT D %
o RN FLESS, “AAAR), %8 AX Dol nm A7 B4 94 EE

Zyo2” N, A AllE (20104 ), p. 113,

oA, PRI (P ST ARG, 1996), pp. 63~76, A9, ‘%
2 PRAE A E T AP, P, A ARE (0124 69), p. 1320
A AL

Aeolele ozt Aslo A A e 48
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Fol =7t of E44 1 7R ﬂr——i 9]
g 7ML AL =7k ol Role HiAIR =R A E He
£ Wi 3AS g99te oles A AAstE §ol2 £
oL it

=7k d o]F FolA IHEe dubhRel (X E)gHE 1
?a AR A Asol e MR ARste] & 4 ok
FEAE = SR SHEE AR AR, =
771, Ry, gV W 2171, ARdE oA A=
A-gel A g U2 deEslth I F A gds], vl
FE3] SAds], A (EFY), FAFLD S, 7198
AN F=2A AfE 7 G A DRI SR T2
SAAYE, Y HA A= E E} o Ak B3 F=3A el
A ;‘éil% A, A7IA A, SL71EALR] A7, =7, F
T4, 7Y FYEFEEE) QP ﬂ?—‘?‘%’%%, A=QridiEdis] 947
(# H"JXP) A 9%, 23 A, A=dUgA@de e
A(FA), AL FAFEFA)E G S7Ee] G (A

BR A A) o]2tar 8k 4 Qlrh18
ERF T2 M= S et ¥ (revolutionary), 714

7+ (technocracy), Yyt (generalist cadre) 522 U&s & 9

7229, “F= TRA=E AN FRQHA,” pp. 129~131. F=oll A A -TR
Al7] A5 7HR9 %Eﬁl} T, AT e 59 WA telixe NG
R2IA17] 2425 (AL Z8]go]o}, 2009), pp. 246~249; A4, “F= 7H5
Xﬂli M T Ax|oHA,” pp. 127~152 .

B S DR ADH PR TSRy (et bt @ R L ki, 2002),
pp. 3~4, XY, “F= HEAE M FRHA,” p. 13164 AL~
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A7 AR ESL) 54 TiEehe ol F2 ARE AT #Alo
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7}27](Oligarch), A2 v]7|(Siloviki) 7} 9lch. =l Zel=ebs upa
Heh QY 2 g oRA 19009t o] d Elo|EA A SuAZ
2 ojujshs ol FAl), A3 AL8o] AAH AWAFE F
AsHe gol=A AGHL. SelztEv]et ARHY)E A (Boris

Yeltsin) 32 2], &€l (Vladimir Putin) Ajgkz} Zho] 3t Bul2 A

St gl et @elaQl A EAES Yehlt o ALgE k!
Bl FAAYE, B3] 240 AYALEL B B4
sob AR Aol BatolA] WAL “2 A3 W glo] A
402 Ao oS sk 7o, “THE THe T A E B4
o] B "R Holu 3 Lk & WAL A A5t
HaATslo] Bt 1 AW FEAHE /%S 4 AZES o
Hbeh, ESA T A EAA) 0B TSI Gl AL B
AN A saAo] Hek A2 JEsge g AX 949,
TR, G U HA, Huelnele o, o, HEeE ¥
g %%

19 M RMESE, ‘A AR ), 28] AR A E Blw dk EAT JA uAL
ZAog” pp. 113~121.

20213 7ek ofsted A #H, FRAUYALA 14, p. 1056.

a-dhgl . Taskol Mol W, (M WAxlES, 2002), p. 81; 8FE% 2, ™
A At 5351e] ARAA: FR|oltl&R7], AL E, @79 &4}
3h (A& LAY, 2004), p. 52.
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ole] ol2 migoz HH, e G-R/HIAE §A5k
Qe A1 Frtol ol WE Hopo] el Aujsta 9l]
wol, A Beke] WeldleEe wEEe 2 A 0R A5t
Qe Ago] P AeE AZoleka & 5 gk 53] B3 Y
o AMH FEE FAT W, GEAN T AL FHT 5
ol AHoEA go| A4l 7wl § FF91Asle] FUASS
AYAYE Aoletn & 4 Yt

Ao EL o Fret AbElo] WstE ARt W, 5 By
SQat Al Bk AR, & FHuaRA HFEol gt o
B 2 03%%01 A A e HAANTAA L £

YE
6} 03]?51—0] E_O HFo]-QH:} q]jJL_ZJ o7 & OE-I ‘E.LEH Q/\].oﬂ,q 7_]1-7]
Jolgt Agke] ARE UEtWE d=, A, 59 Y AV '
AF3] 9 (post-socialism) =7FEoA Uetu= Ak T3}
A A E {3 Mo ol A E|of girt o]y AYE F
P AIF-e 5 7o) A ZAAA S 2AE 199
Z 4 Qe oA 33| $a3t ou|E Yxghr}2?
o] EH} HA ALEEAEY o] TAlH HAH A= B

M) AL AT ek RS F2 whEas Aol Eolt A

22- M ANIEGS, “AAER, F] A AR wal At 543 4 i
FAo=” pp. 110~111
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B4 Ao o|27171A] thekebgleh2

Al mA7E2E w2 np a6 Fof ofF] djiEEE 1A
DHEES ol 2ZAIY ot Al A= ko] 4= 7
Zlofle ape] Ao o7t AujAAl, & IFAHAAI7E 2A
Aoz tFdtrhs a9 HEAuE A& e E4e Adh ol
uE AREEAES AT o, S AYET AMg]o] 22X
sh= offroll HisiA= Sde A= 2e shArt A= Eof ot 1

SRH7} AZEALE oA W 4 gl Aol Hle oA 2
o] e},

B_PpEEE T BoGEIE (A8 FiE, 1995), p. 96.

24_(Gaetano Mosca, The Ruling Class (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company,
Inc., 1939).

25_Vilfredo Pareto, The Mind and Society IT (London: Jonathan Cape, 1935).

26_Robert Michels, Political Parties: A Sociological Study of the Oligarchical
Tendencies of Modern Democracy (New York: Collier Books, 1962).
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o2& t}e(R. Dahl)300o]u} Aw|(S. Keller)3! Sof o]sf of 3%
%!

o}
ol Teja AYERL FolE o
%

Ege o= F2 ujFoleti
S5k A A Wit AR 0|24 wgolels BAE AY
al Qlch

ol 43t 2o mAH ALERE ALAFE] 0] Folo} TEo] A
£ p4o] wr} thske S WA HuA 1 o248 AXE o
A7 AeEe] EAS AYSHE FF 23S Kol Helrh BE
A4 del=re] Web ofojuo} siLte] B3kE B delEy
T ZAYE GRS P ou olejdt AeEY GAXe
gBe A7t AHS tiro] 2 Rt 7164 AeE B
0 AE o) AR FEFHE GFE A7A =9k 1E A
8)70] FrlolA] 714 TR, Z Bt EER A E o] A
shEcha mi gaolct

27_C. Wright Mills, 7he Power Elite, C. W. A, [fifEds 2 Tule] A2 B, (AL
34 A}L 1979).

28_Floyd Hunter, Community Power Structure: A Study of Decision Makers
(Chapel Hill: Univ. of North Carolina Press, 1953).

29_ William Domhoff, Who Really Ruler?: New Haven and Community Power
Reexamined (New Brunswick, N. J.: Transaction Books, 1978).

30_Robert A. Dahl, Who Governs?. Democracy and Power in an American City
(New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 1961).

3. Suzanne Keller, Beyond the Ruling Class: Strategic Elites in Modern Society
(New Brunswick, N. J.: Transaction Pub., 1991).
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e A Ajelo] FUARY F 7h Fask ahel Txo}
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2 oj7| Az 2 b3} Yol Fe| oPE AERAS 2t .
2, “EP[@I A Q] ZASEXA I} BIRASBIEHRIMR TrhErbst, S 56
& (1992/3 A-&), pp. 123~156.

33_919] & pp. 132~133.

% Zwicke AUAARUR = 71 AN Qled), i WAFolH wa
(authoritarian model)’o|® E 3= ‘A2 dl(conflict model)' o] 1A o]th
Peter Zwick, Soviet Foreign Relation: Process and Policy (Englewood Cliffs:
Prentice-Hall, 1990), pp. 172~174, Z=&, “hiE A EQ] 5B A1} #igk-
SBICERIGR,” p. 124004 zf<l-&.
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HodE 2 0.770 2 0.259 3 0.041
a7 3 0.759 5 0.249 2 0.056
Z|Ef= 4 0.724 3 0.254 6 0.028
HEE 5 0.713 4 0.251 4 0.033
RN 5 0.713 5 0.249 5 0.032
L=l 7 0.678 7 0.247 7 0.025
ey 8 0.632 8 0.241 12 0.013
AR 9 0.598 10 0.231 12 0.013
25H 10 0.586 10 0.231 16 0.010
PAES 11 0.575 9 0.232 20 0.007
MES 11 0.575 12 0.228 17 0.009
AT 13 0.552 14 0.220 15 0.01
2EF 14 0.540 13 0.223 22 0.006
PARL]S) 15 0.506 15 0.216 25 0.003
TYE 16 0.483 16 0.210 29 0.002
&FOIH 17 0.460 17 0.204 31 0.001
HEL 18 0.448 18 0.203 31 0.001
Yot 18 0.448 18 0.203 31 0.001
27| 18 0.448 20 0.202 31 0.001
223 18 0.448 42 0.123 10 0.017
EA S 22 0.437 21 0.200 42 0
FARLZ 22 0.437 4 0.124 1 0.014
& 24 0.437 48 0.105 8 0.020
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