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L Abstract

Kim Jong-un Regime’s Rural

Development Strategy

Jeong, Eun Mee & Park, Hee Jin

The socialist comprehensive development policy adopted at the
8th Party Congress in January 2021 and the ‘Socialist Rural Revolution
Platform” announced at the 4th Party Plenary Meeting in December
of the same year aim to solve the agricultural and rural problems
of the Kim Jong—un regime, It became an important opportunity
for policy change, The Kim Jong—un regime’s rural development
strategy cannot be said to be completely new or original, Like the
Kim Jong—il regime, the Kim Jong—un regime’s agricultural policy
emphasizes that it is a successor and further development of the
Juche farming method created during the Kim Il—sung era, thereby
relying not only on the legitimacy of the policy but also responsibility
for the policy results on the Juche farming method,

Like Kim Il-sung, Kim Jong—un is making efforts to increase
food production in order to build a mythical narrative that he is
a leader who has succeeded in achieving food self—sufficiency as

well as achieving stability in the regime by demonstrating the ability

13



Kim Jong-un Regime’s Rural Development Strategy

to solve food problems on his own, However, the roots of various
agricultural policies attempted by Kim Jong—un's regime are always
connected to the policies of the Kim Il-sung era,

2014 marked the 50th anniversary of the announcement of the
rural thesis when the farm responsibility management system and
paddy field responsibility system, which can be considered agricultural
reform measures of the Kim Jong—un regime, were introduced
at the national level, In addition, Kim Jong—un's agricultural policy,
‘5 Elements of Agricultural Development (Seed Revolution, Scientific
Farming, Finding New Land, Increased Production in Low—Yield
Areas, and Strengthening Party Leadership) was announced on the
55th anniversary of the publication of the Rural Thesis, It was
announced in 2019, The ‘New Era Rural Revolutionary Platform’
adopted at the 4th Party Plenary Meeting at the end of December
2021, which is considered a groundbreaking and speculative decision
for rural development, is also structurally similar to the 1964 Rural
Thesis, The rural housing construction project, which has been
quantitatively noticeable over the past two years, was also one of
the important projects included in the 1964 rural thesis,

Among the agricultural policies pursued by the Kim Jong—un regime,
what is different from its predecessors is the shift in grain production
policy, which reduces the cultivation area of corn and expands the
cultivation area of wheat and barley, The background to changing
the grain production structure is that, firstly, wheat and barley can
contribute to increased food production as high—yield grain crops

that can be grown in the field as well as corn, and secondly, the

14



Abstract

weakness of fertilizer production capacity is reduced as less fertilizer
is required than corn, Thirdly, with the progress of global warming,
cultivation has become possible throughout North Korea, and fourthly,
above all, wheat consumption is increasing in the diet of North Korean
residents,

The Kim Jong—un regime’s sharp turn to prioritize agricultural
and rural issues starting from its 10th year in power was to first
demonstrate the health of the system by resolving the food problem,
in the face of external pressure and sanctions resulting from the
implementation of the national defense policy of upgrading nuclear
forces, Secondly, it aims to secure the stability of the regime and
high support from the public, and thirdly, the purpose is to ultimately
build the myth of the leader based on the narrative of success
of food self—sufficiency,

What differentiates the Kim Jong—un regime’s rural development
strategy from previous regimes is its legalization, When policies
related to agriculture and rural issues are decided at the party
level, the party's decisions tend to strengthen legal governance
by quickly enacting legislation or revising laws at the Supreme
People’s Assembly. This suggests that the Kim Jong—un regime
is differentiating itself from previous regimes while pursuing the
formality of the universal governance of a normal country,

The overall goal of the Kim Jong—un regime’s rural development
strategy is the same as that of the Kim Il—sung regime, which is
to ‘transform rural villages into wealthy and cultural socialist rural

villages with modern technology.’ In the rural model project, we

15



Kim Jong-un Regime’s Rural Development Strategy

are also trying to differentiate ourselves by referring to the examples
of the Kim I1—sung and Kim Jong—il regimes, The Kim Jong—un
regime is also emphasizing the scientific and technological innovation
pursued by the Kim Jong—il regime, and the rural construction
policy pursued by the Kim Il—sung regime is being promoted in
an almost similar manner by the Kim Jong—un regime, In addition,
by combining scientific farming and the people—first principle, the
enlargement, base, and practicalization of rural models are being
pursued,

North Korea's example of rural areas is linked to the legitimacy
of agricultural policy, The state provides a lot of funds, technology,
and labor to make rural models successful, Rural models created
through various support policies are bound to be highly dependent
on the state, Therefore, there are clear limitations in transforming
it into a self—reliant example capable of stable and sustainable
development pursued by the rural development strategy.

The party leadership is criticizing the fact that executives under
pressure to achieve the agricultural production plan are concentrating
their capabilities on high—yield units as biased in rural guidance,
but such a situation is fundamentally related to the harmful effects
of the rural model project., There are clearly significant limitations
in local units following the rural model created with active support
from the central government, Moreover, unlike the small—scale
model of the Kim Il—sung era, the rural model of the Kim Jong—un
regime is large—scale at the national level and has a structure

that makes it difficult to achieve results without enormous financial

16



Abstract

resources, manpower, and high—level scientific and technological
support,

Grain production was selected as the first priority among 12 economic
goals for 2023, and as the North Korean authorities themselves
put it, “an unprecedented amount of support” was provided to rural
areas this year, Not only the support of labor, but also the support
of all materials needed for farming was entirely the responsibility
of all the “eating” masses of the people, After the 7th Party Plenary
Meeting, farming and rural construction were carried out through
mass and patriotic movements that mobilized all labor and materials
from top to bottom, However, this method cannot be said to be
the essence of the Kim Jong—un regime’s rural development strategy,

which pursues sustainable and stable agricultural development,

Keywords: Food, Agricultural Policy, Rural Thesis, Development Strategy,
North Korea
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