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Abstract

Covid-19 pandemic reflected in North Korean
literature

Kim, Seong-Su

This article examines how North Korean literature reflected Covid19
through an analysis of the contents of North Korean literary magazines
during the pandemic (2020-23). North Korean literature over the past three
years shows that North Koreans have not been able to avoid the disaster of
the Covid-19 pandemic, and their daily lives have also been seriously
damaged by the strengthening of urban blockade-type quarantine. Literary
works reflecting Covid19 show that the horrors of the epidemic are
described as concrete sensory images, while the praise of quarantine
success has many abstract phrases and ideological sentences. Literary
works such as the long lyric On a Silent Street (2022.6), which praised the
success of quarantine, embody the daily destruction caused by the closure
of borders, urban blockade, and the policy of banning residents’
movement, as Great Turbulence, Silence.” Literary works celebrate the
success of quarantine in three months (2022.5-8) under the symbol of
Supreme Leader’s dedication and medical staff’s sincerity during the
“quarantine war.”

The literary policy after the 8th Korea Labor Party Congress (2021.1)
placed the duty of literature in the propaganda of a five-year plan to
improve the people’s economy and the praise of the victory of the
“quarantine war’ in response to the Covid 19 pandemic. Like the wartime
system, the tragedy of Covid 19 and praise for the success of quarantine are
mainstream through the poetry genre that can immediately deliver the
party's quarantine policy to prevent the pandemic and reflect it with
mobility. On the other hand, it is difficult to find text that realistically
describes the horrors of residents’ lives caused by the pandemic, such as
novels that depict critical prose spirit and intrinsic reflection. Most of the
works, such as a poem I give you my best tribute for your hard work (2022.8),
do not give much impression as they remain in the propaganda of the
system and the praise of the leader that they succeeded in quarantine
through self-reliance.

Key Words: North Korean Literature, Covid-19, Pandemic, the Kim Jong-un
Era, quarantine war, On a Silent Street, I give you my best tribute
for your hard work



