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L Abstract

North Korea’s Official Markets in 2022

Hong, Min et al.

In 2016, the Korea Institute for National Unification published a research
paper titled “North Korea's Market Information: With a Focus on Official
Markets,” the first survey of its kind to map out the location and distribution

of official markets across North Korea,

Six years after the initial study, this paper examines the state of North
Korean official markets in 2022 and analyzes how it has evolved in that time

by drawing parallels to a similar study conducted in 2016,

By developing consistent and standardized indicators that can identify the
level of North Korea's economic and market activity, the surveys in 2016 and
2022 provide an essential base for data gathering through time-—series

comparison and analysis,

This research is divided into three sections, covering, first, the distribution
and regional features of North Korea's official markets, second, North
Korea’'s market management system and market rental fee (Jang—se), and

third, shifts in North Korean official markets’ location and logistics,

To begin, we counted all of North Korea's marketplaces, mapped out where
they were located by region and city, and how they had changed since 2016,
and then analyzed the data statistically, We also looked at how the markets’

physical layout has changed over time, including market relocations, expansions,
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Abstract

and closures, as well as the addition of new markets, Second, we examined
how the location of official markets and the distribution patterns of goods
and products have evolved over time, Lastly, market revenues of different types,
including Jang—se (market rental fee), are discussed, as well as recent shifts
in the market management system instituted by North Korean authorities,
This study demonstrates administrative and management changes, as well as
statistical ones, by calculating the total number of market stands and revenues

from Jang—se (market rental fee),

® As of November of 2022, the official count for North Korea's markets was
414, The net increase was —1 when compared to the survey findings from
December 2016, In the time frame of 5 years and 10 months, the total
number of markets went down by 1, This appears to be indicative of a

prolonged period of stagnation,

® 7 new markets, 8 closures, 45 relocations, 38 expansions, and 18 contractions
bring the total number of market changes since 2016 to an estimated 116,
There have been 45 occurrences of scale growth, such as new installations
or expansions of markets, and 26 cases of scale decline, such as closures or
reductions, The scale expansion has continued to advance even though the

net increase in the total number of marketplaces is —1,

B There was no major shift in the market rankings from 2016 to 2022, with
South Pyongan Province having the most markets at 68, There was a slight
increase from 2016’s average of 31 marketplaces across cities and provinces
to 2022’s average of 31.8. The net expansion of markets across regions and
municipalities has slowed so that there has been essentially no net change

in the overall number of markets,

® A total of 61,831 people were counted in each official market, up from 56,265
in 2016, Statistics Korea estimates a 2,248,164 increase in North Korea's
population between 2008 and 2022; yet, the number of markets has remained

relatively same over this time,
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Abstract

® Fven though the market has not grown numerically, the expansion of market
facilities accommodates the larger population, It is safe to assume that the
diversification for consuming and distributing goods outside of general
markets has cushioned the pressure for increasing the number of markets

prompted by population increase,

B The size of the market is projected to have grown by 105,060 square meters
(m") compared to 2016. Roughly 60% of the size of Yeouido (2.9 km)) is
projected to be devoted to official markets across North Korea, Each market,
on average, is 4,697 square meters, or about a third the size of Seoul Plaza
(13,207 square meters) or Jamsil Baseball Stadium (13,880 square meters).
The average market size in 2016 was estimated to be 4,630 square meters,

so there was no notable change in the size of market in 2022,

B [t was projected that there were a total of 1,153,722 market stands in North
Korea's official marketplaces, a 60,730 increase from 1,092,992 in the 2016

survey, The average number of market stands per a market was predicted to

be 2,787,

® Assuming that there is one vendor per one market stand, the total number
of merchants in North Korea is estimated to be around 1,153,722, while the
total number of workers involved in North Korea's official markets (except
for merchants), including those in the market administration office, is

estimated to be around 1,160,312,

Keywords: Official Market, General Market, Market Rental Fee(Jang—se), Market Management
System
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* 729 2(Google Earth)ol A s 2| o] A HAS 574

80/ AR W82 &2 B1A9 p, 52~53 Fx
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- 159 ZAlE [HYRTAA] SFHARTS 7]
- 95T BAL [ASEA AFAHE 712
- 359 ZAE (A= AAANATS 7=
- 459 ZAE [HotEE AFAAS 7]&
« 71E A= 8719 Al7|2 GRSt AAL
— FEUH9 o]A: 2017, 2018, 20194
— FEUHY 0]F: 2020, 2021, 20229 1~5¢
- F2Z1H9 FAF A7) 20224 6~89Y
- F2Z1H9 EA Al7]: 20224 9¥Y o]
Bll-4 S3E JEEH S
123 A 2= EA| 352 2A| 452 ©A|
BOAl STAE | LWIAI NBNE | AZE 2N | Eems SRAE
2017 Z|cH 30008 Z|cH 3,0008 Z[CH 2,800¢ | 26008
A 11009 A 10002 A 10009 A 1.0009
A/ 35008 A 40002 (0 32009 A/ 30002
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29 OB 2018 | 1) 00w AA 11002 A 10002 AA 11002
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2022 | 20224 | 20224
e E £ £ £
20171 | 20188 | 2019 | 20008 | 2021 | S| LTS | gupom
8.089¢ 8253¥ 8236¥ 8400¥ 6,000 6,500 7.350%% | 81509
* 62(6,5008) 1 8¥(8,150%)2] Ttk
924820091 10€(8,100L)9] Tx|
£ LAt 1y
Lt &M F-EX| ALt
(1) A= ZAEA) 44, 12 7=
2I-6 1Y 7|2 M= HMEA) FHXI
(Er9): =5t )
Al7| =k EMIEA) =HR| H|
Bl 3,098 560,687
- ,
20174 ETPN 1.168740.808
Bl 3,590,082, 153
FIZLH9 o™ = = Py
HELH9 0] 2018 EIDS 1.284.065.925
Ea] 4172143222
- ,
20198 EIPN 1.399.391.042
Bl 5.051.117.523
L_:' 3 3 3y
20204 EPS 1573993173
_ Bl 5,892.259.970
F2LH9 0% = - '
H2LH19 0f 2021 EPN 1.685,752.538
Bl 6.010.484.113
14 {~5 - S
20224 158 EPS 1.802.831.577 20225 |
S=0h9 o Bl 6,919,506,992
SHAF A7 | 20228 6~68 T 1,003,131,179 Ao 6,322,350,520
EETNET . BT 6,028,060,456 A 1,836,264,778
4 9~ 10%
5 A7| 20228 9128 oy 1.802.831577

=X A 2y

81/ 2017~191 9] B3t APFEE-2 A9, "2014-2020 SIS An|AE7F 9 3 WiE,” KINU
Insight, 2021, No, 3, p. 4, <https://www kinu, or kr/pyxis—api/1/digital—files/beeba32d—b8df—

4af2-84e3-1c753d73d797) (HAA: 2022.10.31,)Z =,

2020~2149] B3t AT HET,

20219 H3O| AP E7F 9l #&0] Ao 54,7 "KDI H3EAIR] Ry, 20229 193, p, 125 FE
2022'A9] B3 ATRE-2 opA|ofzd| A, Btk AR 24l B7F JR,” <https://www.asiapress, org/

korean/nk—korea—prices/) (
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2022.12.12)8 Z=x,
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2 =2 ZA #34, 14 &

EN-11 Al-EE XN E=HX, 1Y 7|

MHA

(9l =8t 2
FZ2LH9 o™ FZ2LH9 0|F
20173 2018 2019 2020
Z|CH Z|A Z|CH E|A Z|CH Z|A Z|CH Z|A
TOF | 464,689,286 | 170,386,071 | 542,137500 | 185,875,714 | 619,585,714 | 201,365,357 | 774,482 143 | 247834286
TOMAT: | 409672695 | 157,566,421 | 472,699,263 | 173323063 | 551,482,474 | 189,079,705 | 661,778968 | 204,836,347
TOHSL: | 317545663 | 122,132,947 | 366398842 | 134,346,242 | 427465316 | 146559537 | 512958379 | 158772,832
Sof=E | 240558725 | 92522586 | 277,567,759 | 101,774,845 | 323829,053 | 111,027,104 | 388594863 | 120,279,362
1 1
1 1
1 1

Solide | 312274740 | 120,105,669 | 360,317,008 | 132116236 | 420369842 | 144,126803 | 504443811 | 156,137,370
SIS | 383209283 | 134592,383 | 444457593 | 148051622 | 517,189,271 | 161510860 | 639073496 | 200,827,827
SIAET | 382068260 | 146949331 | 440847992 | 161644264 | 514322658 | 176339197 | 617,187,189 | 191,034,130
YT | 155472474 | 59797105 | 179391316 | 65776816 | 209280868 | 71756526 | 251147842 | 77736237
RRZE | 114102310 | 43885504 | 131656511 | 48274054 | 153599263 | 52662605 | 184319116 | 57051155
UYLT | 45601967 | 17539218 | 52617654 | 19293140 | 61387263 | 21047062 | 73664716 | 22800983

o 35248571 | 13867,143 | 40671429 | 14912857 | 47450000 | 16268571 | 56940000 | 17,624,286
LpM 36,600,000 | 12200000 | 48800000 | 13420000 | 54900000 | 14640000 | 61,000000 | 18300000
I | 201516714 | 77506429 | 232519286 | 85,257,071 | 271272500 | 93007.714 | 325527,000 | 100,758,357

T ZM| |3,098,560,688 1,168,740,807 [3,590,082,153| 1,284,005,924|4,172,143,222(1,399,391,041 |5,051,117,523| 1,573,993,172

FZLHY 0| H2LH9 2 A7 | ZELHI SH Al7|
20214 20224 1~53 20224 6~8& 2022H 9~12&
Z|cH ESEAS Z|cH EES Z|ch ESEAS Z|cH F|A

T | 851930357 | 263323929 | 929378571 | 278813571 | 929378571 | 278813571 | 929378571 | 278813571
BT | 787832106 | 220592989 | 787832105 | 236349632 | 945398526 | 252,106,274 | 787832105 | 236,349,632
S5 | 610664737 | 170986126 | 610664737 | 183199421 | 732797684 | 195412716 | 610664737 | 183199421
SoIRE | 462612932 | 120531621 | 462612932 | 138783880 | 535135519 | 148036138 | 462612932 | 138783830
i | 600528346 | 168,147,937 | 600528346 | 180,158504 | 720634015 | 192,169071 | 600528346 | 180,158504
ST | 719077846 | 212475237 | 765193774 | 225934475 | 807554301 | 237417842 | 761570117 | 225934475
SHHLT | 734746654 | 205729063 | 734746654 | 2204239% | 831695985 | 235118929 | 734746654 | 2204239%
ZJRE | 298985526 | 83715947 | 208985526 | 89695658 | 308782632 | 95675368 | 298985526 | 89,695,658
XY | 219427519 | 61430705 | 219427519 | 65828256 | 263313023 | 70216806 | 219427519 | 65828256
LT | 87696090 | 22800983 | 87696090 | 26308827 | 105235308 | 28062749 | 87696000 | 26308827
v 67,785,714 | 18980000 | 67785714 | 20335714 | 81342857 | 21691429 | 67,785,714 | 20335714
LpM 63440000 | 19520000 | 67100000 | 20740000 | 73200000 | 24400000 | 79300000 | 20,740,000
I | 387532143 | 108500000 | 387532143 | 116259643 | 465038571 | 124010286 | 387532143 | 116,259,643
MMl (5892250969 | 1,685,752,537 6,019,484, 111 | 1,802,831,577 | 6,919,506,992 | 1,903,131,179 | 6,028,060,454 | 1,802.831,577
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EN-12  A-TE AL HIE, 1Y 7IE
(9] 25t 2 %)
FZLH9 0 FZLHY 0|5
2017 2018 20194 20201

ZM| bl M| HlE M HlE ZM| bl
ok 464689286 | 150 | 542137500 | 151 | 619585714 | 149 | 774482143 | 153
WOMA | 400672695 | 132 | 472699263 | 132 | 551482474 | 132 | 661778968 | 131
ok | 317545663 | 102 | 366398842 | 102 | 427465316 | 102 | 512958379 | 102
S | 240558725 | 78 | 277567759 | 7.7 | 323829053 | 78 | 388504863 | 7.7
S | 312274740 | 10.1 | 360317008 | 100 | 420369842 | 10.1 | 504443811 | 100
SABT | 383200283 | 124 | 444457593 | 124 | 517189271 | 124 | 639073496 | 127
SZIT | 382068260 | 123 | 440847992 | 123 | 514322658 | 123 | 617,187,189 | 122
pas 1 155,472,474 | 50 | 179391316 | 50 | 209289868 | 50 | 251,147842 | 50
U= 114102310 | 37 | 131656511 | 37 | 153599263 | 37 | 184319116 | 36
Uzt 45601967 | 15 | 52617654 15 | 61,387,263 15 | 73664716 15
7hA 35,248571 11 | 40671429 1.1 47,450,000 1.1 56,940,000 1.1
LpM 36600000 | 1.2 | 48800000 1.4 | 54900000 13 | 61,000,000 12
o 201516714 | 65 | 232519286 | 65 | 271272500 | 65 | 325527000 | 64
MIEM | 3,098,560,688 | 100 | 3590082153 | 100 | 4,172,143222 | 100 | 5051117523 | 100
FZLHY 0| H2LHO S AI7| | FELHO EX| Al7]
20214 2022'4 1~5¢ 2022'4 6~8¥ 20224 9~12¢
M bl M bl M bl M bl
oy 851930357 | 145 | 929378571 | 154 | 929378571 | 134 | 929378571 | 154
mord | 787832105 | 134 | 787832105 | 131 | 945398526 | 137 | 787832105 | 131
mol=: | 610664737 | 103 | 610664737 | 10.1 | 732797684 | 106 | 610664737 | 10.1
SiSi2E | 462612932 | 79 | 462612932 | 77 | 555135519 | 80 | 462612932 | 77
S | 600528346 | 102 | 600528346 | 100 | 720634015 | 104 | 600528346 | 100
SHBE | 719077846 | 122 | 765193774 | 127 | 807554301 | 11.7 | 761570117 | 126
ST | 734746654 | 125 | 734746654 | 122 | 881695985 | 127 | 734746654 | 122
Y= 208085526 | 51 | 298985526 | 50 | 358782632 | 52 | 298985526 | 50
e 219427519 | 37 | 219427519 | 36 | 263313023 | 38 | 219427519 | 36
e 87696090 | 15 | 87,696,090 15 | 105235308 | 15 | 87696000 | 15
7h 67785714 | 12 | 67785714 | 1.1 81,342,857 12 | 67785714 | 1.1
LpM 63440000 | 1.1 67,100,000 1.1 73.200,000 1.1 79300000 | 1.3
o 387532143 | 66 | 387532143 | 64 | 465038571 | 67 | 387532143 | 64
MM | 5892250969 | 100 |6019484,111 | 100 |6,919506992 | 100 |6,028060,454| 100
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