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L Abstract

North Korea’s Strategy Country Theory

and the Advancement of Nuclear Weapons

Hong, min

North Korea's Kim Jong—un has been using internal and
external policies since he came to power, with nuclear capability
building a top priority, In order to predict the mid— to long—term
national strategy and future steps of the Kim Jong—un regime,
it is necessary to carefully analyze the official nuclear—related
discourse that North Korea advocates,

This study pays attention to the terms ‘strategic status’ and
‘strategic state’ that the Kim Jong—un regime emphasizes as
policy terms, The term ‘strategic status began to be used in
earnest after the 7th Party Congress in May 2016 and the 5th
nuclear test in September, The term ‘strategic country’ began to
be used shortly after the success of the Hwasong—15 ICBM on
November 29, 2017, Both of these terms are used to mean that
North Korea's status as a nuclear power has been solidified
through the technological achievements of nuclear weapons,

This study focused on these two terms as a ‘window into the

13



Abstract

strategic intentions of North Korea's nuclear weapons
advancement, The frequency of use, meaning, and usage of these
two terms have changed agilely according to the prevailing
circumstances, Through these two terms and the dynamic change
of the situation, we examine the ‘strategic goals’, ‘policy moves’,
and ‘tactical responses that the Kim Jong—un regime has
pursued through the advancement of nuclear weapons, This study
pays attention to the following,

First of all, it is an aspect of a change in the meaning of the
term itself and a change in usage. The term ‘strategic country’
was initially used to emphasize the meaning of its strategic
status as a nuclear weapons state, but its usage has changed to
assert a resetting of international status and external relations
as a country that has gradually grown in strategic importance, it
has been And recently, it is explained at the national level that
has ‘war deterrence’ that prevents nuclear war in the region and
Fast Asia and brings strategic balance to the world, Analyze the
meaning of these changes,

Second, it is the aspect of the expected effect from the
strategic state, Judging from the change in timing and usage of
the term ‘strategic state’, North Korea has a strategy and policy
that enhances its negotiating power with the US externally, gives
its people pride in its national defense and national power, and
implies a change in its actual military strategy. It seems that the
term was intended. ‘Self—regulation’ implied ‘self—expectation’

that it has become a country with strong physical power like a

14



Abstract

nuclear weapon, has become difficult to treat itself with nuclear
weapons, recognizes the strategic value appropriate to this, and
needs to establish relationships and be treated according to the
changed status, It can be said that the term of

Third, it is the aspect of rhetorical and practical use of
strategic state terms. “Strategic state” is a term that reflects the
strategic desires of Kim Jong—un and the leadership, a term for
the practical purpose of securing a negotiating advantage, and a
term that defines the results of government as a frame for the
residents, This study examines North Korea's strategic desire
and understanding contained in the term ‘strategic state’, and the
possibility of rhetorical and practical use,

Fourth, the relationship between the strategic state theory and
the technological advancement of nuclear weapons, The
advancement of nuclear weapons can be said to be a political and
technological correlation between the construction of a
technological system and the theory of the strategic state.

As a result of examining, these two terms have a consistent
semantic system despite certain changes in usage according to
changes in the situation, These terms were mainly used as a
policy message to the United States externally and for public
propaganda domestically, The meaning is largely composed of
three parts, and in fact, the United States is the main audience,
First, the equality of nuclear powers, second, securing
deterrence against the US, and third, improving relations

between the United States and North Korea, First, as North

15



Abstract

Korea possesses nuclear weapons, it is argued that the era of
unilateral threats from the United States with nuclear weapons
is over and it has become equal to the United States, Second,
it is used to mean that it has secured deterrence against the US
military threat by possessing nuclear weapons, For this reason,
we demand the cessation of hostile acts such as the ROK-U.S,
joint exercise, Third, it acknowledges the status of a
nuclear—weapon state and insists on a transition from an
armistice to a peace regime and improvement of relations
between the United States and North Korea,

In the end, these two terms can be said to be ‘policy terms’
for claiming to secure deterrence against the United States,
secure an equal negotiating position with the United States, and
individualize relations with the United States and related
countries in line with the targeted technological evolution of

nuclear weapons,

Keywords: strategy state, strategic status, nuclear armed state,
negotiation strategy, nuclear arms control, nuclear

disarmament, mutual security
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Introduction (Washington, D.C.: NCNK, 2022), p. 5.
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71X 2 B DdAE AR stsh=t], U (invention),
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