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This book is a revised version of the research report
“Humanistic Research on the Current Non—peace State of the
Border Region at DMZ,” which was part of the first—year
research (2019) for the research project “Inter—Korean
Relations 2023: A picture of a Peaceful Korean Peninsula  of
KINU, This research aims to enhance the humanistic understanding
of the formation and changes at the DMZ border region via a
historical and social-‘cultural approach for a ‘Strategic Village,’
including a reconstruction village (Jaegon—chon) and a
unification village (7ongil—chon). In addition, it seeks to
unveil the life and experiences of people living in a Strategic
Village, which has long remained unknown to the outside and
has largely been reduced to a regional idiosyncrasy. It also
aims to contribute to the peaceful development and utilization
of border regions by unveiling historical and cultural contents,
This research analyzes government— affiliated organizations’
own data as well as data collected through a field survey from

March to September, 2019 in Paju and Cheorwon,

A Strategic Village is a special area that belongs to Minbuk
Village, whose origin and operation is associated with non—peaceful
elements both at home and abroad, Not much research has
been conducted on a Strategic Village so far, and much of it
has been restricted to ethnographical and anthropogeographical

research, However, research on a Strategic Village should be

Abstract 13



approached with the reflection of inter—Korean history behind
the division and international context of Cold War history, It
is because that the meaning of the Strategic Village, its
construction process, and the way it has been controlled and
managed is closely related to inter—Korean conflicts and the
movement toward reconciliation, While the ROK government
used the term ‘Strategic Village(f&l&F))" in the late 1960s, the
term itself is conceptually widespread and used throughout the
world, Strategic villages have sprung up not only in Korea but
also in other parts of Asia or conflict regions in third world

countries, such as Vietnam's Strategic Hamlet.

This research attempts primarily to identify the construction
of a Strategic Village within the Cold War-divided system as
well as the structure of the village, A Strategic Village belongs
to the geographical range of ‘Minbuk Village' along with
Self—-reliance Village (Jaribanjeong—chon), Refugee Village
(Silhyang—min—chon) and Daeseong—dong Village, which were
located North of the civilian control line, A Strategic Village
originated from the Armed Village under Colonial Era (Moojang
Sikmin—chon) in Manchuria in the 1930s and is related to
farmers who revolted in an attempt to form a post—colonial
nationalist country in the late 1940s. The state intentionally
constructed Strategic Villages following the formation of

Self—reliance Village near the DMZ, A Strategic Village is

14 DMZ ZXIojo] BIst Alefoll 2t QIS 017 FAES FHOR



related to geographical notion'practice as follows: a region for
military operation; and the state’s designation of the space
near the DMZ border areas, such as restricted line for farming,
which was set by the armistice of the Korean War, and the
civilian control line, which was set later on, It also makes up

a piece of the Cold War—division landscape,

Second, this research’s main topic is focused on the experiences
of people living in a Strategic Village, namely, their hope for
a better life as well as the struggle faced in the development
process, From the early formation of the village up until now,
people living in a Strategic Village have been stripped of basic
rights, albeit in varying degrees and forms, A restriction on
free movement and property rights, inter—Korean psychological
warfare, military training, and landmines all instill a sense of
anxiety or horror to residents who fear losing their life or
being injured, Since a Strategic Village was created without
sufficient consideration for land ownership in re—taken areas,
residents were exposed to conflicts over land ownership, which

have not been completely resolved to this date,

Third, this research aims to find an answer to how to
transform the DMZ border areas into a Peace Zone, A Strategic
Village hosts both what was lost by the Korean War and what

has been newly established, A starting point for research on

Abstract
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a Strategic Village is to explore ways to contribute to
inter—Korean reconciliation and the peace industry by shining

a new light on ecological and historical'‘cultural resources,

Keywords: DMZ, Strategic Village, The Korean War, Division, Cold
War, Peace Zone
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