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Abstract

Value Adaptation of North Korean Defectors
in South Korea:
North Koreans' Integration into a Local

Community

Sookyung Kim et al.

Until the early 1990s, when there were only a few North
Koreans who defected to South Korea, defectors were kept
under protection, Since defections were few and far between,
they were used as a tool of political propaganda to prove the
superiority of the South Korean regime, However, with an
influx of North Koreans into South Korea since the late
1990s, issues involving settlement and adaptation of defectors
in South Korean society have emerged in earnest, Recently,
full—fledged discussions have begun on how South Koreans
can work together to integrate North Korean defectors into

society, rather than North Koreans assimilating unilaterally,

This study looks into the role of a local community in the
social integration of North Korean defectors as a primary
space where North Koreans face difficulties in the settlement
process and where such difficulties must be addressed, More

specifically, this study traces the integration process of North

Abstract

13



Korean defectors into a community through Tong-il
Elementary School, an elementary school located in a district
of Seoul with a concentration of North Korean defectors,
Elementary schools are places where various actors as well as
children communicate with each other, Parents and teachers
exchange information and share ideas about their children’s
school work, school life and peer relations, In other words,
schools have the effect of forcing community members to

interact with each other around the nexus of their children,

This study is organized into four sections, The second
section explores how the local district, where Tong—il
Elementary School is located, has been segmented according
to education and class, This chapter looks into the historical
background of this region’s transformation into a prestigious
school district and hub of private education, and examines
the context of how such spatiality has caused tensions
between South Koreans and North Korean defectors in this
region, The third section examines the North Korean parents’
experiences of the South Korean zeal for children’s education
through this elementary school and their strategies to adapt
to this environment, The fourth section studies South Korean
parents’ interactions with North Korean parents at this
elementary school and how the latter are misunderstood and
excluded in the process, Finally, the fifth section studies both
the possibilities and limitations of integration by looking at
how South Koreans and North Koreans, who have come from

SHOILRT JIHS MBI XSfBISE F402



completely different socio—economic classes and backgrounds,

co—exist in Tong—il Elementary school,

Keywords: North Korean defectors, Value adaptation, Social integration,
Local community, Area with concentration of North Korean
defectors

Abstract 15
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June Helm (Seattle: Proceedings of the Annual Spring Meetings of the
American Ethnological Society, 1964).
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Bachelors in Amsterdam,” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol, 43,
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