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Abstract

Variables and Pathways of Changes

in North Korea:

Focused on a Different Combination

of ‘Nuclear Issues’ and ‘Reform-Opening’

Park, Young-Jja et al.

This research aims to identify macroscopic types of changes
in North Korea and make a projection on their pathways and
patterns by exploring the combination of the two variables of
“nuclear issues’ and ‘reform-opening,” variables that will
decisively impact changes in North Korea for more than the
next 10 years, Furthermore, the research seeks to derive
policy implications from the estimated North Korea's

macroscopic situation of the future,

Chapter II looks into variables of nuclear issues and reform
-opening and their combined relationship, This chapter
illuminates the main concepts of “nuclear issues as an
external variable,” a core variable that could be changed in
the U.S.—North Korea negotiation process and of ‘reform and
opening as an internal variable,” in which internal factors of

the North Korean regime are mainly at play., After that, 12

S0t Hsto] b H2: HEAIQF T Oyl XEe FHe=



types of changes in North Korea were derived via a
combination of variables, Among those, the three most
feasible and ideal types of changes in North Korea were
derived by making a projection for the next 10—plus years,
Chapter I specifies the historical experiences of North
Korea's policy on nuclear and reform-opening, An empirical
analysis was conducted on historical experiences of each
variable from the era of Kim Il Sung to that of Kim Jong Un,
This chapter identifies the characteristics of policy decisions
in the eras of Kim Il Sung- Kim Jong Il Kim Jong Un and uses
the findings to analyze both the facilitating factors and
deterrence factors via an empirical analysis of the two

variables in the history of North Korea,

Chapter IV projects three types of future changes in North
Korea, utilizing the combination of the two variables, The first
type is the ‘denuclearization+reform- opening of North Korea,
This type falls into the most ideal scenario that suits the
international norm and could be deployed when nuclear
negotiations with North Korea make rapid progress as a result
of North Korea's preemptive implementation steps, The second
type is ‘nuclear freeze+opening in North Korea. This scenario
becomes highly feasible when the political determination of the
U.S. (recognition of North Korea's already possessed nuclear
arsenal) leads to a strategic compromise between the U S, and
North Korea, The third type is nuclear build—up+self—reliance

(reform- opening at a standstill) of North Korea.” This

Abstract

13



scenario braces for the possible situation where the basic
framework of the current policy on North Korea in 2019
continues to remain in place even after 10 years due to a
delay in North Korea's nuclear negotiations, Chapter V sums
up all the chapters in the paper and describes the comparison
of cases of countries that could have implications on North
Korea, policy implications derived from each type, overall

prospects, and the ROK government’s response measures,

Keywords: Changes in North Korea, Nuclear Issues, Reform and Opening,

Combination of Variables, Pathways and Scenario
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71) 919 F, p. 185,

72) Martyn Williams, “North Korea’s Koryolink: Built for Surveillance and Control,”
38North, July 22, 2019, <https://www,38north,org/2019/07/mwilliams072219)
(Accessed September 20, 2019).
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73) Nina Hachigian, “The Internet and Power in One—Party East Asian States,”
The Washington Quarterly, vol, 25, no, 38 (2002), pp. 43~53,
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